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| Q1. Differentiate between moral courage and physical courage. Why is moral courage more

relevant for public life?
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Q2. “Consumerism tests the ethical foundations of society.” Discuss.
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Q3. In what ways do joint families contribute to ethical decision-making, and what challenges
arise in their decline?
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Q4. How can folk traditions and festivals act as instruments of value inculcation in modern
society?
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Q5. Explain the ethical significance of accountability to future generations in governance and

policy-making.
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Q6. How and why Civil Servants should be ‘enablers’ of growth, not mere ‘regulators’?
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Q7. “The end of law is not punishment, but justice.” Comment in the Indian context.
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Q8. What ethical lessons can be drawn from the life of Swami Vivekananda for today’s

youth?
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Q9. You are posted as a Sub-Divisional Officer in a flood-prone area of Assam. During relief
distribution, you notice that some local influencers on social media are live-streaming
selective clips that misrepresent the situation, alleging discrimination against certain
communities. This has created tension, and angry crowds have gathered demanding action
against you. At the same time, genuine relief work is being delayed due to the unrest.

What immediate steps will you take to:

(a) defuse the tension,

(b) ensure fair distribution, and

(c) restore public trust while protecting freedom of expression?
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Q10. Distinguish between optimism and idealism in shaping a civil servant’s attitude. Which
is more sustainable in public life?
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Q11. “Mass persuasion without wisdom can corrupt democracy.” In this context, critically
evaluate the ethical concerns arising from the growing influence of social media influencers

in shaping public opinion and governance.”
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Q12. “Prejudices are like shadows that silently shape our choices.” Substantiate.
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Q13. Distinguish between moral relativism and moral absolutism. Which approach is more
relevant for decision-making in a plural society like India?
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Q14. You are the District Transport Officer of a semi-urban district. A citizen’s group files a
complaint that a series of bogus driving licences have been issued in your office without
proper tests. Preliminary enquiry reveals that a clerk has indeed issued them in exchange for
bribes. Just as you prepare your report, a local MLA calls you personally, urging you to “go
soft” because the clerk belongs to his constituency. .
Questions:

a) What are the ethical dilemmas you face in this situation?

b) List out your possible courses of action.

¢) Evaluate the ethical implications of each action.

d) Which action will you finally take, and why?
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Q15. “Technology itself is value-neutral; it is human choices that determine its moral impact.™

Examine this view in the context of artificial intelligence and data privacy concerns.
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grants. A young team proposes an Al-based project for detecting misinformation on social
media. The project is innovative and socially useful, but it does not have immediate

commercial returns. At the same time, there are other proposals with guaranteed financial
benefits and strong industry backing.

Questions:

a) How would Aristotle’s idea of the highest good guide your decision?

b) Suggest a balanced course of action that addresses both social responsibility and financial
prudence.

¢) What long-term lessons can administrators draw from this case about prioritising values in
governance?
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Q16. You are the head of a government department overseeing the allocation of research I
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Q17. A hydropower project is proposed in a hilly district of Assam to boost clean energy
generation. The project promises significant climate benefits, but it will submerge large arcas
of forest traditionally inhabited by tribal communities. -

During consultations, urban groups and industry bodies highlight the long-term advantages of
clean energy and reduced carbon footprint. In contrast, the tribal villagers fear loss of homes,
livelihoods, and cultural identity. Many do not have formal land titles, which makes them
ineligible for standard compensation packages. They allege discrimination because their way
of life is not valued on par with urban stakeholders.

As the District Commissioner, you must prepare a report balancing climate commitments,

development goals, and tribal rights.

Questions:

a) In the given scenario, if development requires sacrifice, whose sacrifice should weigh
more?

b) What ethical values should guide compensation and rehabilitation of people whose land
rights are not formally recognised?

¢) Would prioritising climate change mitigation over protection of tribal identity amount to
injustice? Critically examine.
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Q18. Mr. Das, a middle-class government employee, is nearing retirement. His modest
savings and income allow him to support only one child’s higher education in a reputed private
institution. His son has secured admission in a prestigious engineering college, while his
daughter, equally talented, has received an offer to pursue medicine in a renowned college.
Both courses involve heavy financial commitments, and both children are deeply passionate
about their chosen fields. Relatives advise Mr. Das to prioritise his son’s career, while his wife
insists that the daughter’s opportunity must not be lost. Mr. Das feels torn between gender
fairness, family expectations, financial constraints, and his own conscience.

Questions:

a. What are the main values and dilemmas that Mr. Das is facing in this situation?

b. Should he prioritise the career that offers higher economic returas for the family? Critically
discuss.

c. How should gender equality influence Mr. Das’s decision?

d. If you were in his place, what course of action would you take and why, knowing that any
choice will have long-term consequences? .
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g an international border. The nearest indian town is over 70

while a well-equipped border town on the other side is within
day work. villagers ofien

Q19. A remote village lics alon

km away with poor connectivity,
easy reach. For medical emergencies, food supplies, and even day-to-

cross the border informally.
Recently, it has come to light that several young men have started working in small factories

across the border. Security agencies fear this may encourage smuggling and exploitation.
while local leaders accuse the administration of neglecting basic services. Villagers com plain
that their cultural ties and livelihood prospects seem stronger across the border than within
their own district. Many arguge that survival should matter more than legality. while others
worry this growing dependence erodes national sovereignty.
a) In this situation, should the principle of survival with dignity override the principle of
obedience to law? Substantiate. ) N
I.J) th cultural proximity and shared wraditions across borders weaken or strengthen national
identity? Discuss in the context of the villagers’ complaints.
c).lf you were to \_vrite your report as the District Commissioner, would you frame this
E;lﬁanly as a security problem or a development problem? Justify your choice.
ow can concepts likg justice to the weakest and trusteeship gui i
for the future of this village? o peuice y:)ur recommendations
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